
[image: image2.png]








HERON HABITAT HELPERS

Board Meeting Minutes – April 14, 2009

Attendees:  KC Dietz, Mary Beth Dols, Herb Foster, Donna Kostka, Kathy Smith, Brad Wakeman, Jenny Nazarko (note keeper).  

Absent:  Hooper Havekotte

The meeting commenced at approximately 7:10pm.  

After review, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Minutes of March 10, 2009, as presented at this meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report

Herb presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Cash on hand is $15,996.  Grant Balances total $67,413, though there is an invoice from EarthCorps for approximately $11,000 to be paid from the Aquatic Habitat #3 grant.  Receivables total $802 from the Small & Simple Grant #4.   To date $7519 has been paid to EarthCorps from the $10,000 allocation approved by the Board last fall.  A suggestion was made to make a small donation of $20 to One NW.  

Committee Reports   
Outreach Committee:  Since we did not have time to discuss the Outreach Committee last month we started with it.  Donna reviewed the proposed work plan in depth.  She reported that there was a meeting held the previous morning to review and discuss the $40,000 grant for daylighting Wolfe Creek, and the report is due in June.  Also, Duff has resigned from being the Watchdog, though he will remain active with the Committee.  The Work Plan requested $300 for notebooks, $200 for a new tabletop display, $600 for legal research on tree covenant and conservation easement regulations, $2000 for copying and mailing the newsletter, and $800 for a TV placement at the Discovery Park Visitors Center for monitoring the heron nests.  There is a suggestion to get more involved with the trees for the herons (items 4 and 5 of the Plan), which was positively received by the Board.  

The Board made a motion to approve the Plan, with the following changes:  the requested funds for the notebooks and tabletop display be approved, and the other three items were tabled pending further research.  It was also recommended that the goals be prioritized.  The motion was unanimously approved with those changes.  

New Business:

Newsletter – there was some discussion about the future distribution method for the newsletter, if it should still be mailed or just posted via the Internet.  It costs approximately $2000 per year for copying and postage fees, and it was debated whether the benefit still outweighed the cost.  It has been confirmed that Lynne still wishes to be involved with the production of the newsletter.  Another suggestion was made to mail out one more issue with a note that we would be moving to an email version, and unless instructed otherwise the mailee’s address would be deleted so they would only receive the email version.  Hooper and Mary Beth will continue to investigate best methods.   

Seafair – There was some discussion on which Committee was the lead for this item, Outreach or Membership.  It was also debated if we should participate this year or use the year to revise the tabletop display and the Henry costume, and get back to it in 2010.  No final determination was made.

Native Plant Policy – A suggestion was made to draft a letter of support for the Native Plant Policy to present to the Parks Department.  Donna volunteered to draft the letter.  It was also suggested that if approved and sent, it should be distributed to everyone on the Active List.    

Pro-Parks Oversight Committee Meeting – KC attended the first meeting recently.  They presented an overview of the Levy and funding categories.  10 of 14 members were present.  There was some discussion about HHH role with this Oversight Committee, and next steps and timing.  No final decisions were made.  

EarthDay Work Party – Event will be Saturday, April 18, starting at KRO.  The weather outlook is promising, and Kathy has sent reminder emails to the Active List.  Mary Beth said she would sent a note to the entire Membership List as well.  

Operating Procedures – There was a brief discussion on the changes recommended by Hooper.  Due to his absence the item was tabled until the next meeting when he can discuss the issues in more depth.  

Miscellaneous Items – 


- thank you letters were written to Marion Wineman for her work as Co-Grants Coordinator, and to Duff Bagley for his work as  Watchdog


- Donna volunteered to write-up brief descriptions of the volunteer positions


- there was a watchdog event on Commodore Way that succeeded in stopping retaining wall work that did not have the appropriate City permits


- Kathy reported that we did not get an intern Day of Service from Microsoft

The next meeting will be held Tuesday, May 12 at the home of Donna Kostka, and the June 9 meeting will be held at Brad Wakeman’s home.  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned slightly early at 8:45 pm.   
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