
Attendees:  Christine Atkins, Duff Badgley, Carol Burton, Heidi Carpine, Mary Beth Dols, Christine Henderson, David Hutchinson, Dianne Kelso, Giselle Lovekin, Mike Marsh, Kathy Smith, Leslie Walker, Beth Vevea, Betty XXXX?, Jenny Nazarko

Welcome and Introduction - by Carol Burton.  

Approval of June 10, 2008 Meeting Minutes – unanimous approval.

Guest David Hutchinson spoke to the group about his efforts to clear out the pipe stem by his home, and is advocating for a sign to be put up at his property about places to view the herons and nests.   He has a piece of board, really an old sign that could be used.  We agreed in principle that we would help with/support a sign.  Secondarily he talked about a native plant display garden in the driveway/alley beside his house.  The Restoration Committee apparently had approved funding for this garden, but had neglected to inform the Board.  David mentioned $400 and that Craig Pu[image: image1.png]


rkey had proposed the idea to Restoration committee.  

AGENDA DISCUSSION:

Treasurers Report:  No Treasurer’s Report due to travels by Herb Foster, Treasurer.

Administrative Notes:  Due to the resignation of Carol, a new president for the HHH is needed.  Rich Lassman remains as co-president but is unable to take the primary lead on issues.  HHH also still needs a Secretary, which Carol is willing to do.  Elections are not slated until the spring so unless someone steps forward for either position they will remain unfilled until then.  

Plan to Spend Down Funds:  We currently have approximately $13,000 in general operating funds, and believe we should spend down a big portion of that before any consideration of a new fundraiser.  A plan was put forth to retain EarthCorps for “fill in the gaps” work, i.e. spaces that are in between spaces that have received directed grants.  This would include work closer to the core of the area, where there are less invasive plants but very steep ravine.  The suggestion was made to spend more on maintenance of areas already cleared and planted to prevent re-growth of invasive plants, and to restore some of the small areas.  EarthCorps costs $1500 per crew day for this work.  A motion was made to commit $10,000 all at once to have EarthCorps work in the ravine based on a plan developed by the Restoration Committee in conjunction with EarthCorps, with the goal to have this work done as soon as possible.  The work would include maintenance, re-planting trees eaten by mountain beavers, and clearing and planting in areas not previously done.  The goal is to complete clearing and planting the entire ravine by 2012.  The Board unanimously passed the Motion.

Knotweed Removal:  This discussion was focused on the Corridor area only.  There will be a tour September 10 with a Parks expert.  An initial Motion was made to follow whatever the expert recommends to get rid of the knotweed, which may be part of the earlier EarthCorps work just approved above.  There ensued a lengthy discussion on the use of poison, in spray or injected form, and the use of other methods such as cutting or digging up the plants and using plastic sheeting.  Concern was voiced for the animals in the area, required notice posting for the public, and the use of some of the spaces by the public, including children.  Attending members conveyed that Round-Up, or glyphosate, is the least harmful herbicide, especially when injected rather than sprayed,  and breaks down quickly,  in about 7 - 30 days, depending on soil conditions.  Mechanical methods have not worked at KWC, they are only effective with less than 50 plants.  Knotweed has been widely recognized to be a national and international problem, and it was noted that it exploded in the Corridor when the blackberries were taken out, and injection was not repeated last year.  The initial Motion passed,  6 Yeas and 1 Nay.   

Annual Retreat:   A suggestion was made to have another retreat in late October or early November for HHH long range planning.  It was noted that the Board just had a lengthy meeting in the spring to discuss exactly this, and a new 5 year plan was developed at that time.  It was believed that another retreat was not necessary at this time.  Motion failed  - 5 Nays, 2 Abstentions. 

Mud-Up Grant:  HHH has been awarded a $15,000 Small & Simple grant.  Part of the grant stipulates public or community awareness projects.  The thought was to apply for a Mud-Up grant of $2,000 to fund an event to meet the requirement for this piece of the S&S grant.  Giselle Lovekin suggested doing a booth at the Magnolia Halloween event since there would be lots of people around and especially children.  Based on personal experience of some members, it was believed that the amount of candy required would be upwards of 2000 pieces, and then because the kids are running around so much parents would not have time or the inclination to fill out info cards.  An alternate date of the Friday before Thanksgiving, the Magnolia Open House, was suggested instead, with a work party to follow on Saturday.  Mary Beth and Christine Henderson agreed to work on the grant for this purpose.

Public Meeting:  Kay Shoudy is in charge of this event, to be held October 7, 7:00 p.m. in the Discovery Park Visitors Center.  She submitted a draft Agenda for review.  Christine Atkins will be back-up to Kay, and Carol Burton will be back-up MC.  

HHH Brochures:  It was stated that our brochures are quite dated, and we need something soon that can be passed out at events to inform the public.  Simultaneously, Christine Henderson brought forth an initiative concerning Discovery Park, based on conversations with Patti Petesch.  DP is willing to put items about HHH in its quarterly events newsletter if we provide them with the material.  They will also distribute HHH brochures, and Patti would  provide $500  from the DP budget toward printing of 1000 brochures.  This is the minimum number required, and the fund request would need to be made by 9/24.  Lastly, DP would be willing to help us plan heron tours or other educational events if we work with them.  It was approved to request the $500 from Parks for the printing, to make at least 1000 copies, and to fund this initiative for 1 year.  Success would be measured by how many are given away in the year, and increase in membership. MB has electronic copies of the original brochure.  Christine H was willing to work on revisions with help from others.

Naturalist Program at DP:  DP has naturalists available, and they would be willing to assist us in putting on educational events.  A concern was noted on the frequency of the DP events versus what our volunteers are able to commit to. HHH already does tours in spring to view the nests. Also, the herons are hard to see during the popular months.  It was agreed we would do one such event in the spring, when we will have our new brochures to hand out.  There would be a 20 person limit on the DP joint event, and there would be a charge, amount unknown at this time.  The fee for the tour would go to Discovery Park.

Magnolia Map:  Heidi Carpine brought copies of a Magnolia Discovery map that is generally distributed by the Village merchants and is marked with places of interest, and has ads.  Kiwanis Ravine is marked already on the map, and the question is do we want the Overlook also included?  There was a question on the cost of adding a site label versus having to do an ad, and the cost estimate varied from $175 to $295.  Christine Atkins volunteered to find out more information about the map and what is possible and what will cost.  

Committee Reports:


Grants:

The Small and Simple Grant contract for KRS was signed September 2, 2008 for $15,000.  The goal is to involve the Magnolia community in HHH’s work, and there is a Community Involvement Plan tied to the grant (see discussion under Mud-Up Grant above).  Christine Henderson passed out copies of the Community Involvement Plan as submitted in the original grant request.  


Annual Membership Drive:
Mary Beth Dols raised the question on if we needed / wanted to do a premium again like last year’s canvas tote bags.  It was generally agreed that we did not, and would instead use the brochures, upping the initial print run to 2,000.  


Restoration Committee:  The Committee meets September 15 and the notes will be sent to the Active email list.  

Wildlife Sanctuary Policy:  This will be on the agenda for the next Seattle Board of Park Commissioners.  A discussion ensued on whether there should be an official statement or speaker at the meeting for HHH, and/or if we should promote an official position on the proposed policy.  No one could clearly articulate the benefits to HHH as Kiwanis Ravine is already designated as a natural area.  It was agreed that there would not be a published HHH statement on this, or a HHH speaker at the meeting.  Individuals were encouraged to attend if they wished to voice their personal opinion.  On September 25 there will be a 30 minute public meeting, and the Board will discuss and vote on the policy recommendations October 9.  

Seafair Booth Report:  Because the old costume was too ragged to wear, a pole hung with birds was used as our “float”.  Giselle Lovekin intends to make a new costume with a voice box, but needs a handsome, brawny person to volunteer to wear it at events!  Alternatively, she could also do a wheel type game to capture children’s attention at the public events.  

Fort Lawton / BRAC Update:  Christine Atkins reported that approximately 7 acres would go to Parks to be left as natural area and wildlife corridors.  There will be a maximum of 85 units for the homeless, and 55 units for senior housing.  Seven acres of forest land will be preserved, and construction will only take place in areas where there are existing buildings.  It was generally agreed that it was a good plan.  

Parks Levy:  The November 4 election ballot contains $600,000 for the Kiwanis Ravine forest and creek restoration.  HHH cannot campaign for or against the initiative due to our status as a 501.c.3 organization, but we can provide education about it.  A group has formed to support the levy - web site is http://parksandgreenspaceslevy.ning.com.  The group has changed its name to Parks for All or something similar, but this URL works for web site.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 p.m.  
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