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	HHH Annual Board Election and General Meeting

Saturday, March 15, 2008

Discovery Park Visitors Center South Patio

10:00 am – 12:00 noon



Attendees:  Carol Burton, Pam Cahn, Heidi Carpine, Connie & Herb Foster, Hooper Havekotte, Diane Kelso, Gail & Rich Lassman, Mike Marsh and other guests
Welcome and Introduction - by Carol Burton.  

Statement of Mission and Goals of the Heron Habitat Helpers:  HHH was formed in 2001 to protect, support and education the public about the largest Great Blue Heron Rookery in the City of Seattle, located in Kiwanis Park Ravine.  The Heron is the official city bird.  Originally the Kiwanis organization was instrumental in purchasing the original parcel of land for the park and it extends from 36th avenue to Salmon Bay.  
There has been extensive restoration of the land to its native state, i.e. with native plantings, through the hard work of volunteers and the services of Earthcorps.  There are now six sites in some stage of restoration, HHH has received over $600,000 in funds and grants, plus the city purchased the Stevens property to add to the park in 2006.  

Extensive work has been done on ripping out invasive plants and replanting with native species.  We are also replacing some of the big leaf maple and alder plants, many of the latter having reach their full lifespan and now falling over.  They are left as nurse logs for new trees.  Examples of invasive plants include blackberries, Scot’s Broom, English ivy, knotweed, bindweed and wild clematis.  (Carol – please feel free to add in here to educate the readers – I couldn’t write fast enough to get all of it down!)

Carol then went on to thank all the volunteers present and otherwise, recognizing Gail Lassman for her hard work on contacting organization to put together work parties.  She also reminded the audience that there are multiple opportunities to volunteer, not just for work parties but people are needed for mailings, staffing events and booths, grant writing, public education, etc.  Just ask any Board member for help in connecting with a volunteer activity.    

Treasurer’s Report:  Herb Foster, Treasurer, reported that the group’s cash position was approximately $40,000, while the grant balances are about $123,000.  This includes 3 Aquatic Habitat Grants (total of $102,443), the Russell Family Foundation ($11,570), the 3150 Gov’t Way Fund ($8,364) and Kodak Greenways ($500).  

Bird Report:  Pam Cahn, who lives next to the Ravine and is a federal habitat volunteer (?), gave a report on the return of the herons to their nesting site.  The birds are just starting to come back and she has not seen too many yet.  She was happy to report that two Webcams have been installed to watch nests, but they are not yet operational.  They were paid for through license plate fees, so when you renew next time get the Heron plates!  She was not sure if the cams would be still pictures or streaming live, hopefully the latter. 

Elections:  There are twelve members on the Board, and three positions are open.  The Nominating Committee presented a slate consisting of Christine Henderson, Hooper Havekotte (both new) and the re-election of Carol Burton.  A show of hands was requested for Yea and Nay votes.  The Yeas were unanimous for the complete slate.
Tour:  The business portion of the meeting was completed at 11:00 am, and the tour walkers were organized and off to see the Ravine and spot some herons.
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