 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Restoring the Kiwanis Ravine –  A Work in Progress

As we look back on nearly eight years of commitment and hard work by HHH volunteers and paid helpers, sometimes it is easy to miss what we have accomplished.  After a long dry summer, it may look like we haven't made any progress at all when the invasive plants and weeds seem to be winning or the work we have just completed looks pretty raw.  But the facts are that we have accomplished some amazing things in this once neglected little ravine.

 First, everyone needs to keep in mind that it took 150 years to mess it up and it is going to take quite a few more to get it back to the beautiful natural forest it once was.   Donna Kostka reminds us that work groups once removed more than 40 tires in ½ acre, as well as a car chassis and a refrigerator!  Much of the ravine has been altered over the years by bad filling and dumping that caused erosion and leaching, and blackberry vines and ivy made many areas virtually impenetrable.  Wolfe Creek no longer carries enough water to remove silt because much of the natural water is diverted.  These are not easy things to fix.

Secondly,  native plants take a long time to become re-established and there is always loss of some of the plants.  Weather cycles affect growth and a particularly cold winter and dry hot summer weren't helpful.  The period of time that we can work in the ravine is also limited by the heron's breeding cycle since we can't go in to weed or clear from February to August while they are on their nests.  And as we all know, this is a time of maximum growth for invader plants.  But, little by little, enough native plants will make it to start changing the ecology.  We need to give this process time and patience.  

Last but not least, our work has produced some wonderful changes in the ravine.  Take a visit to The Overlook on 34th Ave. W.  to see some well-established and very handsome native greenery.  When you walk down to overlook the ravine you feel as if you are stepping back in time to when the bluff was a beautiful untouched forest.  The old Stevens residence is gradually becoming a part of the ravine once again, and we can all rejoice in the  fact that the blackberries and knotweed are gone from the Wildlife Corridor!  At the bottom of the ravine where few can go, there is a very pretty little meandering streambed free of junk and debris.

It is November and a time we should be thinking about what we can be thankful for.  Our wonderful volunteers and work groups are high on that list.  We have been most fortunate in receiving attention and dollars from the City and working with some pretty great staff people on our projects.  The heron colony is growing despite the eagles, which is our foremost objective.  The Kiwanis Ravine is getting better and better with every year of work.  

Thanks everyone!    

