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HERON HABITAT HELPERS

ANNAUL MEETING AND HERON HOMECOMING

March 6, 2010

Attendees: There were over 30 people in attendance at the meeting at the Discovery Park Visitors Center.  Notes by Jenny Nazarko.
Brad Wakeman was the event’s MC and began with introductions of various members of the audience.  First was Tom Rasmussen of the Seattle City council and former Chair of the Parks Committee.  Sheila Brown was also in attendance, and she is the Discovery Park Education Supervisor.  Tim Gallagher, the Parks Superintendent, spoke a few words and warned us of the grave financial situation of the city budget, and that the city may be forced to close the park.  He did thank us for all that we’ve done, especially with the work on getting rid of non-native plants.  

Brad then introduced the rest of the board, and there was a round of applause and thanks for the good work performed by the board over the last year.  

Hooper Havekotte, a current member, has agreed to step in to the President’s role for this next year, and he spoke few words concerning the make-up of the board.  The By-Laws allow for 6-12 members, and the board had 7 this past year.  However, two terms are up and no one has volunteered to run for the board, so it will go with 5 members until and unless someone steps up.  Therefore, there will be no election this year.  The board is committed to keeping things moving and fluid, and is confident that the three active committees (Outreach, Restoration, Hospitality) will also maintain their momentum.  With the passage of the $600,000 in levy funds two years ago there is still plenty to do to coordinate with the city.  

Next, KC Dietz, outgoing president, reported on the accomplishments of the group in 2009.  

· The group was re-organized into a 7 member board with 3 standing committees

· The Restoration Committee developed a work plan and coordinated work with EarthCorps, especially at the north end of the ravine

· We are still working with 2 more aquatic grants, with the first grant having been used up at the end of the year

· A Wildlife Sanctuary application was made to the city, the first one submitted

· We applied for a $45,000 grant for day lighting Wolfe Creek, and on April 29 the King County office will hear the final report.  The report will say that there is not enough water coming out in the summer to support efforts to daylight the creek and support salmon.  It would be worth it only as part of a larger effort.

· New interpretive sign was placed on Government Way drive, and the base will be planted with native plants soon

· There has been significant work with the online database, other online systems, the newsletter and the website thanks to the concerted efforts of Hooper and the membership  committee

· We are actively looking to acquire additional property that borders the ravine

· We continue to engage in watchdog activities

Next, Kathy Smith, Chair of the Membership  Committee presented the Volunteer of the Year award to Hooper Havekotte!  Thank you for all your hard work and for keeping the website updated so beautifully!

Pam Cahn gave a brief report and had a short Q&A session on the herons and their activity so far this year.  Over the last two years the eagles have made a significant dent in the number of fledglings, and over 50% of the nests failed last year.  However, there were approximately 80 nests in 2009, which was the most ever and a big increase over 2008 which had 57.  There were only 36 fledglings however.  Nests used to produce 2-3 chicks, and now they are down to less than one.  There are 2-3 immature and mature eagles attacking, with crows quickly moving in after an eagle attack.  Pam mentioned that the North Beach colony completely failed 2-3 years ago due to predators, and there is real concern about that happening to the Kiwanis Ravine colony.  There is a new colony at Matthews beach on Sandpoint Way, which had 16 nests at the end of 2009, and Kenmore at the north tip of Lake Washington has a growing colony.  UW has a small colony at the top of the hospital parking lot as well.  The two cameras have been useful for tracking the birds though there have been some issues with continued operation.  They should be up again shortly.  Lastly the nesting area has moved slightly south from the pedestrian bridge, and they are getting more difficult to see.

There being no more questions, Mary Beth Dols then came forward, and introduced the three walking tours of the ravine, one for everyone’s ability and interest, and the group proceeded outside to take advantage of the lovely sunny weather.  
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