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	HHH Annual Meeting
April 7, 2007, 10:00 am – 12 noon
@ Discovery Park Visitors Center 

minutes by Jenny Nazarko


Number of Guests Signed In:   23
Welcome and Introduction - by Connie Foster.  She also asked that attendees be sure to pick up a copy of the 2006 HHH Annual Report.

2007 Election of Board of Directors – Connie gave a brief synopsis of the current Board as follows:

· Current 3 year term members are Herb Foster, Rich Lassman, Diane Kelso

· Current 2 year term members are Carol Burton, Brad Wakeman

· Current 1 year term members are Duff Badgley, Heidi Carpine, Donna Kostka, and Sarah Zablocki.  All have renewed their commitment for another three years.

· Giselle Lovekin is new to the Board and has given a 3 year commitment

· Connie Foster, Mike Marsh and Kathy Smith have resigned from the Board

· Christine Atkins will fill in for Mike Marsh, for his second year of his 2 year commitment

· Left with one vacancy, and Kay Shoudy was nominated to complete the slate

· Judy Raymer made a motion to approve the Nominee Slate; Becky Benton seconded the motion.  The Motion passed unanimously.

· Mary Beth Dols asked to confirm that all Board members are HHH members, and this was confirmed by Connie and Herb Foster.  

· The final 12 member Board of Directors is as follows: (All newly elected members will have 3 year terms, except for Christine who is filling out the remaining year of Mike’s 2 year term,  The 1, 2,3 year terms were to make sure that only part of the Board turned over each year)  

· 3 year terms:  Herb Foster, Rich Lassman, Diane Kelso, Duff Badgley, Heidi Carpine, Donna Kostka, Giselle Lovekin, Sarah Zablocki, Kay Shoudy 

· 2 year terms:  Carol Burton, Brad Wakeman (one year remaining)

· 1 year term:  Christine Atkins
Updates – primarily by Carol Burton and Donna Kostka

· there are currently six restoration sites:  Kiwanis Ravine Outlook (KWO), Kiwanis Ravine Corridor (KWC), Aquatic Habitat Project, East Fork (Wolfe Creek) 3150 Gov’t Way Mitigation Project, Sound Transit Project in the wetlands, and the former Stevens property

· Question was raised about sewage and runoff into Salmon Bay – Carol explained that Seattle is one of few big cities who force all stormwater and fresh water into pipes along with the sewage.  This was done at the turn of the century (1900) and the current thinking is to try to “daylight” as much freshwater runoff as possible (take the freshwater out of the piping system and expose).  

· Donna Kostka said she is meeting with various City and County governmental agencies at least quarterly to discuss these issues.  There is currently a $15,000 grant out to study 10 options for daylighting Wolfe Creek running into Salmon Bay and narrow them down to the best 3 over the next 8-10 months.

· It was noted that Salmon Bay needs more freshwater inlets to aid the salmon runs, and estuarine refuges for salmon

· Also noted that the West Point Sewage Treatment Plant is overloaded, and processes sewage and freshwater.  The overflow plant along on Elliott Ave was built expressly to take some load off of the West Point Plant, which it does by dumping raw sewage into Elliott Bay at times of peak load.  (West Point also dumps raw sewage into Puget Sound when overloaded)

· Giselle Lovekin suggested HHH put together and circulate an informational paper on this situation.  No further action taken on this.

· Mary Beth Dols announced there is a new book club working in conjunction with People for Puget Sound.  Meetings will be at the relocated Flora and Fauna Bookstore (3121 W. Government Way), on the last Wednesday of the month from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  People are invited to contact her for more information

· Mike Marsh announced a lecture sponsored by the Washington Native Plant Society, Central Puget Sound Chapter, by Arthur Kruckeberg on Monday, April 30, 7:30 pm at the Center for Urban Horticulture (3401 NE 41st St., Seattle).  There are also Native Plant Garden Tours scheduled May 5 & 6.  Contact www.wnps.org for more information

· Donna Kostka gave a report on the activities of the Government and Institutional Committee.  

· The Committee supported the Dept. of Planning and Development regulation 5.2007 for a 500’ buffer around the Kiwanis Ravine to prohibit outdoor construction during heron nesting period.

· Donna also gave an update on the Grants Committee work.

· $85,250 has been awarded in grants for the current year, so far.

· $70,000 Seattle Public Utilities Aquatic Habitat, yr. 2

· $15,000 Russell Family Foundation grant for feasibility study on daylighting Wolfe Creek

· $250 from Small Sparks grant from City of Seattle for building tool shed at the Stevens Property

· There is a grant for 3 years from Sound Transit for $190,000 for the wetland Project – we are currently in year two of this grant, with the majority of the work being done by EarthCorps.  
· The Committee has raised a total $530,690 since its inception.  
· A question was raised about the Fort Lawton property and its future.  Carol Burton explained that a decision is due by the end of April, and by law, under the BRAC process, it will include some low income housing.  HHH would like to keep the existing wildlife corridors and have office/storage space and meeting space.  This would be considered “public benefit” use under the BRAC process.  The VA will take the largest building on the campus, and the cemetery will stay.  Carol suggested sending letters to the Seattle City Council and Mayor with opinions.  HHH has already sent a letter in support of the UIATF group proposal.

· Mary Beth Dols made a suggestion to put all meetings on the calendar and website a year in advance, which was generally well received.  Also noted that the website should be updated with links to calendars, HHH papers, meeting minutes, etc.

HHH Educational Kits – by Marian Wineman

· The Discovery Park Advisory Council awarded HHH a $3,000 grant in January to put together heron educational kits.  Marian has been on point to complete them and wanted to do so as quickly as possible to take advantage of the spring nesting activity and visiting school work groups.  The target audience is both adults and teen groups as an intro to walking tours.  The kits can also be used at fairs / festivals where appropriate.  The primary educational book will have presentations suitable for either 20 or 40 minute talks, plus additional material for in-depth questions.

· She is putting together 2 such kits, to include the following items:

· HHH purpose and contact

· Primary binder of laminated educational printed material and pictures

· larger photos by Mike Hamilton

· life size photo of a heron

· 28 minute CD recordings by Martin Stewart 

· Heron feathers lent through the official permit held by the Audubon Society

· Map and directions of the ravine area

· Nesting schedules

· Conservatory and research needs

· Binoculars purchased at a discount through the Audubon Society

· Replica of an egg, a foot, a skull and a beak

· Stencil of the heron footprint

· Flyer from the Audubon Society on the Great Blue Heron 

· She still wants to add a copy and/or recording on the story of how the heron got its yellow eye, and a life size picture of a heron nest

· Suggestions were made to add HHH membership forms, a mini version of the jeopardy like game, updated work party dates (which could be logistically hard to do), and making sure that the CD is playable to a larger group in addition to just using ear buds for the bird songs, 

· The group was very appreciative and impressed with the kits and congratulated Marian.

Walking Tours – All

· the attendees then split into various groups to do walking tours of the various restoration sites
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