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	HHH & Parks Dept. Annual Public Meeting
September 25, 2007, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
@ Discovery Park Visitors Center 

minutes by Jenny Nazarko


Number of Guests Signed In:   approximately 30
Welcome and Introduction - by Carol Burton, Co-President.  Carol gave a very brief synopsis of the mission of HHH, and noted that the Kiwanis Ravine and associated areas is the largest Great Blue Heron rookery in the city of Seattle, and had over 60 nests this past summer.  She then proceeded with the first of two raffle drawings, in which the winners won one of the brand new HHH all purpose tote bags and a heron mobile.  

Carol then introduced Jeremy Jones from EarthCorps.  Jeremy explained that EarthCorps is an organization that trains young adults from around the world in all aspects of habitat restoration. Since 2004 they have worked with HHH on the Aquatic Habitat grants, the Wolfe Creek East Fork Mitigation site and Kiwanis Ravine Corridor.  They have been instrumental in cleaning out the steep ravine where volunteers are not allowed to work due to the potential danger, removing hundreds of pounds of invasive plant material and stabilizing the slope.  They are pleased with the site and the vast improvement, and commented on the foresight of HHH to plan for maintenance of the space in addition to the initial clean-up.  

Carol next introduced Craig Purkey, who is the HHH volunteer in charge of the East Fork Rooftop Mitigation Project.  Craig said the project covers approximately 8500 square feet, and that the majority of the clean-up has been done.  Over 2700 pounds of invasive plant material has been removed, along with 1700 pounds of junk, including 40 tires.  They’ve found but can’t remove a totally entrenched car axle with two tires, so it has been left to help stabilize the slope.  To date, in conjunction with EarthCorps, over 2200 native plants have been planted. This work was completed in December 2006.  They also installed mountain beaver cages around the new trees, but none are left now as the critters are pretty crafty.  The area is now in maintenance mode, and replanting will be done where necessary.  They are pleased to report that there has been low plant mortality.  In November and December EarthCorps will be ripping out invasive plants again, mostly morning glory.  Craig also recognized David Hutchinson, a neighbor, who has graciously volunteered to water new plants over the last year or two so they survive until well established.  

Next to speak was Charles Sablan, from the Parks Department.  Charles has been able to work with HHH for the last 5 years, which has contributed greatly to our ability to get work done in the ravine.  He reported there is a vegetation management program for the site, and was pleased that the city was able to add the Stevens property to the site.  He meets monthly with HHH to review plans and approve work, and also to provide some city resources.  His long term goal, as well as HHH’s, is to have the ravine designated formally as a Sanctuary.  This vision includes the daylighting of Wolfe Creek.  He gave a brief introduction of the new Parks Superintendent who will start October 1.  Tim Gallagher is from LA, but has a strong background in environmental issues and is truly an outdoors person, having recently finished hiking up the west coast from LA to Seattle.  

Carol introduced the next speaker, Brad Wakeman, who is the HHH volunteer in charge of the Aquatic Habitat Grant.  Brad told the group that Seattle Public Utilities is committed to improving the aquatic habitat in Seattle, and has awarded HHH two grants.  The first year was 2006, and we received $37,000.  Now in our second year the grant award has been increased to $70,000.  Much of the money has gone to EarthCorps for clean-up and removal of invasive species.  Brad introduced Pedro, who is from Columbia and is the crew leader for a very international group of young adult volunteers from China to Madagascar to Romania.  He described how they control erosion with jute covers and then over-planting with native species.  This spring and summer they worked on removing morning glory and ivy, and will re-plant with native species of trees, shrubs and ground cover this fall. They have approximately 2000 to 2200 square feet to replant.  A question came up about how the number of plants needed is determined, and Pedro described that there are general rules of thumb about certain numbers for square footage, and then local conditions such as sun exposure and soil type are taken into consideration and the number is fine-tuned to the particular terrain.  

Brad then came back and noted that HHH is not able to work freely everywhere, but only with homeowners’ explicit permission.  He had a map showing that most homeowners have agreed to allow us to continue to remove invasive species and replant with native ones, but there are a few hold-outs who have their own personal reasons for not allowing work to be done.

Next, Carol introduced K.C. Dietz and Mark Ewbank, who are the HHH volunteers in charge of the Kiwanis Wildlife Corridor.  The Corridor is adjacent to the railroad tracks and runs south from W. Commodore Way along Gilman Ave right of way.  There has been an enormous amount of blackberry to remove, and we are fighting knotweed which is very hard to kill, along with morning glory which grows and spreads very quickly.  They have had several work parties to clean out the invasive plants, and have completed some over planting with small shrubs.  They have received several grants to do this work, and are now into maintenance of the cleaned up area as opposed to continuing to clean-up further parts of the corridor.  The invasive plants grow so quickly that it will take a few years of continued maintenance to truly keep the area native. For this reason they are going to fewer and smaller work parties on the site.  

A question came up about maintaining the viewshed through the corridor. HHH is committed to maintaining viewsheds at the request of neighbors of KWC.  There is a concern about a number of alder trees growing, but they are all native volunteers (alders) – no alder trees have been planted by HHH in the view area. Charles Sablan also reiterated that there is no formal policy on views, and that Parks would not develop one until there is a problem.  He noted that Parks approves all planting for the area, and that if and when the view becomes a concern, Parks would bring in an urban forester to assess the situation and make a recommendation.  The questioner thought that it would make more sense to develop one now before there is a problem. Another question came up about getting rid of knotweed, and it was noted that the scheduled injection was not done in late August.  There are discussions about the use of pesticides and herbicides and their effects, and whether there might be equally effective and more eco-friendly methods available to combat the knotweed.  

Jeremy Jones then came up again to discuss the Sound Transit Project.  This is work that only EarthCorps can do due to its close proximity to the railroad tracks and steep slopes.  There are three main areas of buffer zones around the tracks, including some wetlands that they are cleaning out and planting with about 5500 barefoot plants.  He noted that there are 25 days of scheduled maintenance this fall for the buffer areas, and they will be around for the next 4-5 years to continue the work.  

Carol Burton next discussed the Kiwanis Ravine Overlook and the newly acquired Stevens Property.  The Overlook has been worked for the last five years and is now in maintenance mode.  The native plants have grown successfully, and the main work now is keeping the morning glory under control.   The Stevens Property which was acquired by Parks in 2006 is strategically located at the confluence of the east and west forks of Wolfe Creek.  Parks removed the house originally located on the property, and hauled away all the debris, but left a water spigot for future use.  Parks has approved HHH’s restoration plan for the Stevens property which will be known as Kiwanis Ravine at Stevens.  There are three terraces on the property that are mostly grass, with very little invasives.  .  The plan is to restore the area to native forest, with understory of shrubs and groundcovers.  The upper terrace is full of sun and it is planned to make it a meadow area, with a natural transition to native forest. A work party on 21st Sept planted about 160 native trees and shrubs on the lower and middle terraces, and 40 sword ferns to stabilize the south boundary slope.  The area nearest the street will be planted with a screen of trees and shrubs to deter access to the ravine.  A tool shed was built in August, to store tools and other items. HHH is considering applying for a Small and Simple grant in the spring to continue restoration at KRS.  A suggestion was made to add woody debris for the area wildlife, which may be done. 

Carol then went on to a general wrap-up and question session.  Someone asked how much funding HHH has received over its five year history.  Through the diligent efforts of Donna Kostka and others over $500,000 has been raised.  In addition, Parks has contributed approximately $30,000 per year to the various Kiwanis sites for restoration work, in the form of workers, plants, mulch, water, support, etc.  This is in contrast to the approximately $2m budget for Discovery Park.

The second two raffle winners received a Heron pin and a wildflower poster.  Carol showed off the group’s new tote bags made of recycled materials, and imprinted with the HHH heron logo on both sides.  The tote bag will be given for premium memberships of $35 or more - $10 memberships are still available.

Lastly, Pam Cahn gave a brief review of the heron activity this past summer. She counted 64 nests, including three new ones a little further south in the ravine.  However, due to bald eagles raiding the eggs and then the chicks, fully half the nests failed.  She could only count 19 fledglings, although there may have been more.  It is extremely difficult to see anything reliably with full leaf cover, so she will return in mid-winter to do a more accurate count of nests.  The colony does seem to be moving slightly more south into smaller trees (alders) as the mature trees lose branches.  She also mentioned that there is still a possibility of getting a webcam installed by the Fish and Wildlife Dept.  

There being no further discussion items, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.  
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